Our Mission:
Bring Them In…
Build Them Up…
Send Them Out!

The Weekly Newsletter of First United Methodist Church, Conover

June 9, 2020

COMMENCEMENT
Commencement is defined as “an act of beginning.” Hence, a graduation exercise
is termed commencement, meaning that students are about to begin the next stage of their
lives. The Class of 2020 has already participated in a type of commencement insofar as
they have begun to experience a new type of existence. The world they knew prior to
March 2020 is now a distant memory. Their new world is one that challenges them in so
many ways – socially, economically, educationally, ethically, and spiritually. I admire so
much the courage and optimism they have demonstrated in accepting this new world and
navigating its many challenges. There is no use in looking back; the only choice is to move
forward. And they have done so in grand style.
But guess what. The rest of us who have clamored on the sidelines, bemoaning
the cards that fate has dealt our Class of 2020, well – we need to assess our own situation.
We, too, find ourselves commencing into a new world. Our challenges are just as real and
significant as those faced by our young people. Each day we find ourselves adapting to
whatever new guidelines or restrictions have been placed upon us. If we’re honest, we
complain much more than our graduates. We are resistant to change and are unsettled
by the society which challenges us in so many ways.
I find myself attempting to be as positive and optimistic as our youth. They move
about with such smooth confidence, smiling at the future. I, on the other hand, spend too
much time considering all that once was but may never be again. What a waste of time –
what a waste of energy! Today, we must commence to live our lives with the faith that our
Father moves before us, leveling the paths we walk and smoothing the rough edges that life
will present. I have come to realize a very basic truth – We all are members of the Class
of 2020.
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11
Margaret Garrison

*PRAYERS, PRAISES AND NEEDS*
IN / OUT OF HOSPITAL

Let Us Pray…
As an ongoing part of our Nurturing Ministry, we are
asking all members of our church to pray for six
specific families. Each week we will identify a different
group of six families as we work our way through our
church roll. The families for this week are:
Jacob Scott
Richard & Guynell Sears
Dolores Setzer
Jay Shepherd
Jerry & Terry Shepherd
John, Cynthia, Holly & Cameron Sherbert

THANK YOU FROM ECCCM

Betty Fisher at Valley Nursing & Rehab Center

MEMORIAL
Organ Fund

In memory of Jimmy Davis, Jr. by:
Cliff & Debbie Wike

NOTES OF SYMPATHY
Rose Herndon Bryant, age 64 of Conover and sister
of Patricia Hatch, died Saturday, May 30, 2020 at
her residence. A memorial service was held Thursday, June 4, 2020 at Bennett’s Funeral Home in
Conover.

Our thoughts and prayers are with Patricia, Ralph
Thank you for your donation of 10 pounds of food
and the family during this difficult time.
during the month of May to the ECCCM Charlie Bunn
Food Pantry.
********
We all thank you deeply for your generosity and
support during these uncertain times. Our
community is stronger as we all work together;
thank you for being a part of this necessary and
important work.

June Merie Campo, age 86 of Southern Pines and
sister of H.A. Slate, died Friday, May 29, 2020.
A graveside service was held Saturday, June 6,
2020 at Rosehaven Memorial Park in Douglasville,
Georgia.

Sincerely,
Rev. Robert Silber
Executive Director

Our thoughts and prayers are with her son, Dale
Campo and family and H.A. & Jean Slate and family
during this sad time.

THANK YOU

Church Family,
On behalf of the Corner Table, we want to thank you
for your recent monetary donation. In these uncertain
times, we can’t thank you enough for thinking of our
needs to continue our mission — feeding the hungry in
our community. Our numbers continue to increase, and
your donation will certainly be put to good use.
We are grateful for everything you do for our ministry.
The Corner Table

********
Randy Abernathy, age 70 of Claremont and a
member of FUMCC died Sunday, June 7, 2020.
Randy is the husband of Jeanne Abernathy and the
father of Dana Little.
A Celebration of Life service will be held Thursday,
June 11 at 3pm at Burke Funeral Home chapel in
Newton.
Our thoughts and prayers are with Jeanne, Dana &
family during this difficult time.

THANK YOU
I want to thank everyone who took the time to come to
church and bring balloons, cards, placards and gifts for
my birthday. You truly made that day one of the best
birthdays of my entire life. I love & appreciate each one
of you.
-----Pastor Gary

THANK YOU
Thank you for all the cards and expressions of
love and sympathy during the death of my sister,
Rene Christian.
Jimmy Clark

NEWS TO USE
WORSHIP
Worship with us Sundays at 10:30am by
viewing our livestream at
http://www.fumcconover.org/live
or on our Facebook page by searching for
First United Methodist Church of Conover.

YOUNG ADULTS
SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS
If you are a high school graduate the
Young Adult Sunday School Class is looking for
you! You are invited to join our class! Please send me
your email address and you can join us as I send a
note and an e-devotion to you each week. We look
forward to resuming class as soon as that is possible! I look forward to getting to know you and to studying God's Word with you! In the meantime please let
me know if there is anything I can do to help or encourage you!
Connie Henderson cls.henderson@gmail.com

Pastor’s Quiz
In his third letter, John refers to the Gentiles in the
context of
a.
b.
c.
d.

his attempts to convert them
their sure loss of eternal life
non-acceptance by the brethren of aid from them
a distinction between types of Gentiles

(The correct answer is on the back of the newsletter.)

STEWARDSHIP REPORT

By Our Presence May 31, 2020
Sunday School
N/A
Worship:
Live Streaming
151 Households
Total
377

God’s Tithe & Our Gifts
General Fund
$ 19,059.00
(Needed weekly for budget: $12,596)
Capital Campaign (Shell Prop.)
1,225.00
Children’s Bank
20.00
Local Missions Fund
100.00
Organ Fund
1,090.00
Total
$ 21,494.00

FAITH FORMATION
THREE SIMPLE RULES
John Wesley had three simple rules that he lived by. Do no harm, Do good, Stay in love with God.
Sounds pretty simple right? But it is really, really hard sometimes to follow these simple rules.
It seems, amid the pandemic, racial tensions and protests and violence that folks on both sides of the various isles
are finding it hard too.
In Seminary I had to read several of John Wesley’s sermons and other writings. John was a very methodical and
serious man. His expectations of others were high, but even higher were those he set for himself.
He expected preachers, and other Christians, to lead diligently, with urgency and positively.
Basically he said, make every moment count. Do we make every moment count - for the Glory of God? Or are we
lured by popular culture to serve our Lord with less than our best?
Wesley required that Christians and their preachers take their missions seriously. “Go make disciples” might
be the first to come to mind. But let us remind ourselves of Matthew 22:37– 39. And [Jesus] said to him, “‘You shall
love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the great and
foremost commandment. The second is like it, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself’”
To stay in love with God we have to love our neighbor. Do we have to agree with their views on the re-opening
of our country and our churches or who the next president should be? Do we have to agree on the matter of race,
human sexuality, immigration, or doctrine? Of course not; but we must not lose sight of our mission, we cannot
stop loving our neighbors. Suffer hardship with me, as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 2 Tim. 2:3 Life is strange and
hard right now, some would even say overwhelming. Jesus invited us, Come to Me, all who are weary and heavyladen, and I will give you rest. Matt. 11:28
Let us stay in love with God by lifting one another up in prayer. Let us do good by loving our neighbor. And let
us do no harm by looking for the best in everyone.
This is my hope for you, and also for me. Stay safe, Charmaigne
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PROTECTION AGAINST COVID-19
Church family,
Coronavirus is with us and could be around for
the next few weeks. Here are some steps that
may help you avoid or reduce your exposure
to COVID-19.
To protect yourself, you can:
 Clean your hands often, preferably with
soap and water for at least 20 seconds.
 Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and
mouth.
 Avoid close contact with someone who is
sick; has traveled to one of CDC
designated level 2 or 3 countries or
has been diagnosed positive with the
coronavirus.
 Stay home if you are sick or have
been exposed.
 Cover coughs and sneezes.
• Clean and disinfect surfaces that people
touch frequently.
Resources for more information about
COVID-19:
Centers for Disease Control (CDC) website
North Carolina Coronavirus Hotline:
1-866-462-3821
South Carolina Centers for Disease Control:
1-800-232-4635
Answer to this week’s Pastor’s Quiz:
c. non-acceptance by the brethren
of aid from them (3 John 1:5-7)

GUESTS for Sunday, June 7, 2020:
151 households viewed by live-streaming at
2.5 persons per household = 377
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